Name_______________________________
Please Stop Laughing at Me

Study Guide Part 1
Please answer the following questions for each chapter. Each BOX will require you to use DIRECT EVIDENCE from the book. This means you must write a quote directly from the book that answers the question. If there is not a box, you may answer the question in your own words.

Chapter 1
Old Ghosts Come Back to Haunt Me

1. What is the setting of Chapter 1?

2. What is Jodee thinking as she sits in her car?

Chapter 2
Trying to Soar on Broken Wings

3. What is Jodee’s worry as she prepares for school?

4. Can you relate to any of these feelings?  Why or why not? Explain your answer. 
5. Why is she thinking, “High school will be different” (Blanco 7)?
6. What is a caste system?
7. Describe a caste system at WNHS. Describe a caste system in America.
8. What happens to Jodee on the school bus?

9. In public speaking class, what does Jodee ponder regarding the impromptu speeches?
10. What does Jodee choose to talk about for her speech? 
11. Why would Jodee choose this topic?
12. What does Mrs. Adams offer Jodee?
13. Who is Noreen?
14. How does Jodee tactfully decline a puff of the Marlboro offered?
15. ***JOURNAL ASSIGNMENT*** Explain a time when you were in a position where you need an “out.”  What happened and how did you handle it? Then, come up with three possible “outs” you could use. Explain the possible situation and how you could remove yourself. (on separate paper)
Chapter 3
Rainbows Lost

16. Give a physical description of Aunt Evie.
17. What upsets Jodee in regards to her father?
18. Explain something that really upsets you when you think about your mother, father, or guardian.
19. Explain the meaning of the quote, “My grandmother and aunts might have been my anchors, but my dad was my wings” (22). 
20. Describe Jodee’s birthday party.
21. Who is Marianne? Describe her.
22. Describe Marianne’s home.
23. Who is Jo Ellen?
24. What was Jo Ellen’s ultimatum about Jodee’s friendship with Marianne?
25. What theater group did Jodee join? What role did she get in the upcoming play?
26. What was Jodee’s reaction when her classmates taunted the deaf students?
27. What did Jodee’s classmates say to her that makes her run to Walgreens?
28.  Where did Jodee go to school for the end of sixth grade?
Chapter 4
Darkening Skies

29. At her new school, who was Jodee’s one acquaintance?  Where did she know her from?
30. What does Jodee’s father “want to know”? 
31. Name and describe the two sixth grade teachers.
32.  

33. Who is Dave? 
34. What is Dave worried about?

35. Why did Jodee go to the den to phone her mother?
36. Why was Jodee’s phone call good for one of her friends?
37. What did Jodee’s classmates do to her white sweater?
38. What happened to Jodee in the school parking lot?
39. As a result of being picked on again, what did her parents decide she must do?
Chapter 5
Struggling for Air

40. What is the difference between a psychiatrist and a psychologist?
41. After Jodee’s six-week treatment, what is Dr. Graff’s diagnosis?
42. Jodee used to close her eyes and dream of being popular.  After seeing Dr. Graff, what did Jodee begin to fantasize about?
Chapter 6
Fragile Hope

43. Identify three of Jodee’s new friends, and give a brief description of each.
44.  

45. 
46. What caused Jodee’s new friends to get upset with her while at the bus stop on the first day of school?
47. After playing the joke on Mr. Bufert, what choice does Jodee have to make?
48. What is Jodee’s meaning of the “domino effect”?
49. What did her classmates do to her with their biology materials?
50. What did the football players do to Jodee?
Chapter 7
Glimpses of the Swan

51. After Jodee was assaulted, why didn’t she want her parents to go to the principal?
52. What does Jodee mean when she says, “It was my strength that made my classmates pick on me in the first place, but it was my weakness that allowed their viciousness to flourish” (124). 
53. What two things did her peers do to her after asking her to play softball?
54. 
55. Jodee says, “I was also dealing with a giant pink elephant in the middle of the living room that no one was talking about. High school” (129). Explain what a pink elephant is AND what she means by this quote. 
56. What was the outcome of the dramatic interpretation tournament that Jodee entered?
57. What impact does the tournament result have on Jodee?
58. -60. Do you think Jodee is a reliable narrator? (circle one)

Yes






No

Give 2 examples or reasons why you think she IS or IS NOT a reliable narrator.

1.

2.

